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Foreword

This year, we celebrate 100 years of diplomatic relations between Finland and Turkiye, a
journey that began with the signing of the Friendship Agreement in 1924 and the
establishment of formal diplomatic ties in 1926. Over the past century, our two nations
have built not only strong political ties, but also deep connections at the human level.

What makes this milestone special is how strongly our ties are felt beyond official
relations. Each year, large numbers of Finns travel to Tlrkiye to enjoy its culture, history,
and hospitality. In Finland, the Turkish community - along with the long-established
Tatar minority — continues to enrich our society and add new layers to our shared story.

In recent years, our cooperation has reached new levels. Since Finland joined NATO in
2023, Finland and Turkiye now stand side by side as allies in a rapidly changing world.
High-level visits have strengthened this bond: President Alexander Stubb’s

official trip to Turkiye in 2024 and Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan’s warm
visit to Finland in 2025 are just a few examples.

As you read this booklet, | hope you will enjoy revisiting our shared
history through archival material and photos from over the years,
as well as the reflections of previous ambassadors who have
served here before me. Our hundred-year milestone is more
than a diplomatic anniversary: it’s a celebration of friendships
and shared memories.

Warm regards,

Pirkko Hamalainen
Ambassador of Finland to Turkiye



Onso6z

Bu yil, Finlandiya ile TUrkiye arasinda diplomatik iligkilerin

100. yilini kutluyoruz. Bu yolculuk, 1924 yilinda Dostluk
Anlasmasi'nin imzalanmasi ve 1926 yilinda resmi diplomatik
iliskilerin kurulmasiyla baslamistir. Gegtigimiz ylzyil boyunca, iki Glke
sadece guclu siyasi baglar kurmakla kalmamis, ayni zamanda insani
duzeyde de derin baglar kurmustur.

Bu donum noktasini 6zel kilan, baglarimizin resmi iliskilerin 6tesinde ne kadar guglu
hissedildigidir. Her yil cok sayida Fin, Turkiye'nin kdltirdnd, tarihini ve misafirperverligini
yasamak icin Turkiye'ye seyahat etmektedir. Finlandiya'da, Turk toplulugu, koklu Tatar
azinlik ile birlikte, toplumumuzu zenginlestirmeye ve ortak tarihimize yeni katmanlar
eklemeye devam etmektedir.

Son vyillarda isbirligimiz yeni boyutlara ulasmistir. Finlandiya'nin 2023 yilinda NATO'ya
katilmasiyla, Finlandiya ve Turkiye hizla dedisen diinyada muttefik olarak yan yana
durmaktadir. Ust diizey ziyaretler bu badi giiclendirmistir: Cumhurbaskani Alexander
Stubb'un 2024 yilinda Turkiye'ye yaptigi resmi ziyaret ve Disisleri Bakani Hakan Fidan'in
2025 yilinda Finlandiya'ya yaptigi sicak ziyaret bunlara sadece birkag 6rnektir.

Bu kitapgigi okurken, arsiv materyalleri ve yillar icinde ¢ekilmis fotograflar ile benden
once burada gorev yapmis eski buyukelgilerin distinceleri araciligiyla ortak tarihimizi
yeniden kesfetmenin keyfini c¢ikaracaginizi umuyorum. Yuzincl yil dénimimiuz,
diplomatik bir yil doniminden daha fazlasidir; dostluklarin ve ortak anilarin
kutlamasidir.

Saygilarimla,

Pirkko Hamaldinen
Finlandiya'nin Turkiye Buyukelgisi



First delegation from
Independent Finland to
the Ottoman empire in
1918. Prof. J.J. Mikkola
and Jalo Kalima with
their Turkish host.

Bagimsiz Finlandiya'nin
1918 yilinda Osmanli
imparatorlugu'na giden
ilk heyeti. Prof. J.J.
Mikkola ve Jalo Kalima,
Turk ev sahipleriyle
birlikte.



The 1926 proces-verbal
confirming the exchange of
ratifications of the 1924
Friendship Treaty.

1924 Dostluk Antlagsmasi'nin
karsilikh onaylanmasini teyit
eden 1926 tarihli tutanak.

.

concordants,

Foi de Quoi,



Appointment of the first chargé
d'affaires in 1933...

1933 yilinda ilk maslahatglizarin
atanmasi...
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The Tatar community in Tampere, Finland celebrating the 10th year of the Turkish Republic.
In the background, between the two flags, are the pictures of Presidents Atatlrk
and Svinhufvud.

Finlandiya'nin Tampere kentindeki Tatar toplulugu, Turkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin 10. yilini kutluyor.
Arka planda, iki bayrak arasinda, Cumhurbaskanlari Atatiirk ve Svinhufvud’un resimleri yer aliyor.



First visit between heads of state of the two republics. Urho Kekkonen visited Ankara in 1971,
hosted by President Cevdet Sunay.

iki cumhuriyetin devlet baskanlari arasinda ilk ziyaret. Urho Kekkonen, 1971 yilinda
Cumhurbaskani Cevdet Sunay'in konugu olarak Ankara'yi ziyaret etti.




Nobel Baris Oddili
sahibi
Cumhurbaskani
Martti Ahtisaari ve
Cumhurbaskani
Stleyman Demirel
1999 yilinda
Ankara'da bir araya
geldi.

Nobel Peace
Laureate President
Martti Ahtisaari and
President Siileyman
Demirel met in
Ankara in 1999.




Finland and Tiirkiye as NATO allies

Finland became a full member of NATO on 4 April 2023, after President Sauli Niinisto
visited President Erdogan in Ankara in March 2023. During the visit, Erdogan announced
that Tirkiye would ratify Finland’s NATO membership. The membership strengthens
stability and security in Finland, and the Alliance’s eastern flank.

The accession also brings Finland closer together with Tlrkiye, a NATO member since
1952. Finland’s membership deepens bilateral ties by expanding opportunities for
security cooperation, defence-industry collaboration, and trade. As allies, Finland and
Turkiye benefit from enhanced information sharing and improved ability to respond to
evolving security challenges.

NATO membership creates a broad platform for practical cooperation. This includes
joint exercises and training, closer collaboration in areas such as cybersecurity and
crisis management, and strengthened intelligence exchange. In the defence industry,
new possibilities open up for joint projects, technology partnerships, and procurement
aligned with NATO standards.

As NATO allies, Finland and Turkiye are committed to working together for stability,
security, and prosperity in the Euro-Atlantic area.

NATO miittefikleri Finlandiya ve Tiirkiye

Finlandiya, Cumhurbaskani Sauli Niinisto'nin Mart 2023'te Ankara'da Cumhurbagkani
Erdogan'l ziyaretinin ardindan 4 Nisan 2023'te NATO'ya tam uye oldu. Ziyaret sirasinda
Erdogan, Tirkiye'nin Finlandiya'nin NATO Uyeligini onaylayacagini duyurdu. Uyelik,
Finlandiya'nin ve ittifak'in dogu kanadinin istikrarini ve giivenligini gliclendiriyor.



President Sauli Niinist6 and
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Ankara 2023.

Cumhurbagkani Sauli
Niinistd ve Cumhurbaskani
Recep Tayyip Erdogdan,
Ankara 2023.

Bu katilim, Finlandiya'y1 1952'den beri NATO Uyesi olan Turkiye ile daha da yakinlastiriyor.
Finlandiya'nin Uyeligi, glvenlik isbirligi, savunma sanayii isbirligi ve ticaret firsatlarini
genisleterek ikili iligkileri derinlestiriyor. Muttefikler olarak Finlandiya ve Turkiye, gelisen
guvenlik sorunlarina yanit verme becerisinin artmasi ve bilgi paylasiminin
guc¢lenmesinden faydalaniyor.

NATO Uyeligi, pratik igbirligi icin genis bir platform olusturuyor. Bu platform, ortak
tatbikatlar ve egitimler, siber gtvenlik ve kriz yonetimi gibi alanlarda daha yakin isbirligi
ve guclendirilmis istihbarat paylasimini iceriyor. Savunma sanayisinde, NATO
standartlarina uygun ortak projeler, teknoloji ortakliklari ve tedarik icin yeni olanaklar
doguyor.

NATO muttefikleri olarak Finlandiya ve Turkiye, Avrupa-Atlantik bolgesinde istikrar,
guvenlik ve refah icin birlikte calismaya kararhdir.



Cumhurbaskani
Alexander Stubb ve
Cumhurbaskani
Recep Tayyip
Erdodan 2024'te
Ankara’da bir araya
geldi.

President Alexander
Stubb and President
Recep Tayyip
Erdogan metin
Ankara in 2024.




Cooperation within Peace Mediation

Finland and Turkiye have a long-standing partnership in the field of Peace Mediation,
ongoing for over fifteen years. This takes place at various levels, in the United Nations
(UN), the Organization for the Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) as well as
bilaterally. The cooperation has consisted of various trainings and events, such as the
recurring trainings provided by Finnish experts to young diplomats from countries of
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), as a part of the Peace Mediation
Certificate Program, organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkiye.

Baris Arabuluculugu Kapsaminda Isbirligi

Finlandiya ve Turkiye, baris arabuluculugu alaninda on bes yili agkin stiredir devam eden
uzun soluklu bir ortakliga sahiptir. Bu ortaklik, Birlesmis Milletler (BM), Avrupa Guivenlik
ve isbirligi Teskilati (AGIT) ve ikili diizeyde cesitli platformlarda siirdiriilmektedir.
isbirligi, Tirkiye Disisleri Bakanligi tarafindan diizenlenen Baris Arabuluculugu Sertifika
Programi kapsaminda, Fin uzmanlar tarafindan islam isbirligi Teskilati (iiT) Glkelerinden
gelen geng diplomatlara verilen duzenli egitimler gibi gesitli egitimler ve etkinliklerden
olusmaktadir. m—

The Martti Ahtisaari Legacy
Seminar, organised in
collaboration with CMI -
Martti Ahtisaari Peace
Foundation and Bilkent
University, 2024.

CMI - Martti Ahtisaari Peace
Foundation ve Bilkent
Universitesi isbirligiyle

dizenlenen Martti Ahtisaari
Miras Semineri, 2014.




Trade Relations:
From Record Highs to Strategic Partnerships

Trade between Finland and Turkiye has evolved from modest, largely traditional goods
exchanges in the early 20th century to a diversified relationship covering machinery,
metals, high-tech solutions, and services. In the 2020s, trade reached record levels in
2023 before easing in 2024, but both countries now increasingly frame their economic
ties around green transition, infrastructure, and joint projects in third markets such as
Africa, Central Asia, and the Middle East.

There are about 40 Finnish-owned subsidiaries in Turkiye, and around 200 Finnish
companies operate through a local distributor or partner. Finland offers many smart
solutions for which Tirkiye’s broad production base provides opportunities for scaling
up. Finnish strengths include technologies that support low-carbon industry, as well as
technologies related to the energy sector and clean energy.

Ambassador Pirkko
Hamaladinen visiting TUSAS as
cooperation within the
defence industry deepens.

Savunma sanayii isbirliginin
derinlesmesiyle Blyukelgi
Pirkko Hamaldinen TUSAS'
ziyaret etti.




In June 2025, both countries signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on defence
industry cooperation which creates a new basis towards more concrete partnerships
between the companies.

We believe that our already strong economic relations will grow even stronger. Our
countries’ investments in clean solutions are building not only sustainable trade, but
also a more sustainable future on a global scale.

Ticari Iligkiler: Rekor Seviyelerden Stratejik Ortakliklara

Finlandiya ile Turkiye arasindaki ticaret, 20. yuzyihn baslarinda mutevazi ve buyuk
Olclide geleneksel mal aligverisinden, makine, metal, yuksek teknoloji ¢ozimleri ve
hizmetleri kapsayan ¢esitlendirilmis bir iliskiye donlismustlr. 2020'lerde ticaret, 2023'te
rekor seviyelere ulastiktan sonra 2024'te yavasladi, ancak her iki Ulke de artik ekonomik
baglarini yesil dontsim ve altyapi ile Afrika, Orta Asya ve Orta Dogu gibi Uctincu
pazarlardaki ortak projeler etrafinda giderek daha fazla sekillendiriyor.

Turkiye'de yaklasik 40 Fin sermayeli istirak bulunmaktadir ve yaklasik 200 Fin sirketi
yerel bir distribltor veya ortak araciligiyla faaliyet géstermektedir. Finlandiya, Tlrkiye'nin
genis Uretim tabaninin 6lgek blyutme firsatlari sundugu bircok akilli ¢6ziim sunmaktadir.
Finlandiya'nin gucglu oldugu alanlar arasinda dusuk karbonlu endustriyi destekleyen
teknolojiler ile enerji sektoru ve temiz eneriji ile ilgili teknolojiler bulunmaktadir.

Haziran 2025'te, her iki Ulke savunma sanayii igbirligi konusunda Mutabakat Zapti
imzaladi ve bu, sirketler arasinda daha somut ortakliklar icin yeni bir temel olusturdu.

Zaten guclu olan ekonomik iligkilerimizin daha da guclenecegine inaniyoruz.
Ulkelerimizin temiz ¢dziimlere yaptidi yatinmlar, sadece sirdiiriilebilir ticareti degil, ayni
zamanda kuresel 6lcekte daha surdurulebilir bir gelecek insa ediyor.



Ambassadors from Over the Years
Yillar boyunca BiyUkelciler

Vaino Tanner (Bucharest), 1920-1923,
Chargé d’affaires. Maslahatgtizar.

B

Pontus Artti (Rome), 1931-1934, Envoy. Elci.




Asko lvalo, 1951-1954.

Aarno Yrjo-Koskinen, 1940-1951,
First envoy stationed in Tlrkiye.
Turkiye'de gorevlendirilen ilk elgi.
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A 1952 Suomen Kuvalehti article
featuring the Embassy of Finland
in Ankara at its former location on
Atatlrk Boulevard.
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1952 yilinda Suomen Kuvalehti
dergisinde yayinlanan, Atatulrk
Bulvari'ndaki eski yerinde
bulunan Finlandiya
Buyukelciligi'ni konu alan bir
makale.




UIf-Erik Slotte, 1977-1983.

Bruno Kivikoski, 1958-1959,
First Ambassador of Finland to Tlrkiye.
Finlandiya'nin Turkiye'deki ilk buylkelgisi.




Interviews with Former Ambassadors to Tiirkiye

In the following pages, former Ambassadors of Finland to Turkiye share their
experiences, impressions, and memorable moments from their time in Ankara. Below
are the interview questions they were invited to answer.

1. When did you work at the Embassy of Finland in Ankara?

2. What was your first impression when you came to Turkiye?

3. What was the most important event or development in Finnish-Turkish relations
during your post as Ambassador?

4, What was the highlight or most memorable experience of your term as
Ambassador in Ankara?

5. Do you have a favourite fun memory from these years?

Eski Biiyiikelcilerle Roportajlar

izleyen sayfalarda, Tirkiye'de gérev yapmis eski Finlandiya Biiylikelcileri Ankara’daki
gorev surelerine dair deneyimlerini, izlenimlerini ve unutulmaz anilarini paylasiyor.
Asagida yanitlamalari icin kendilerine yoneltilen roportaj sorulari bulunuyor.

1. Ankara'daki Finlandiya Buyukelciligi'nde ne zaman ¢alistiniz?

2. Turkiye'ye geldiginizde ilk izleniminiz neydi?

3. Buyukelci olarak gorev yaptiginiz sure boyunca Finlandiya-Turkiye iliskilerinde en
onemli olay veya gelisme neydi?

4, Ankara'daki buyukelcilik gorevinizin en dnemli veya en unutulmaz deneyimi neydi?

5. Bu yillardan en sevdiginiz eglenceli aniniz var mi?



Maria Serenius

1. | worked at the Embassy of Finland during the years 2004-2008.

2. The arrival at the small airport of Ankara in 2004 was somewhat gloomy. Those days
the air in Ankara was thick with the smell of burnt coal. Within a couple of years all that
changed as there was a new airport, new roads and a lot of new infrastructure built in
Ankara. Turkey was in the process in being transformed rapidly. It was a country that
was determined to develop fast.

3. My time in Ankara was very interesting as Turkiye started formal European Union
accession negotiations in 2005. These were positive years with a lot of optimism.
Turkey launched a series of reforms in order to fulfill the criteria for the EU membership.
Finland had the presidency of the Union in 2006. In Ankara this meant a lot of
consultations between EU and Turkiye. It was very interesting and challenging to chair
those meetings. The membership process was frozen in 2018.

Interview of Maria Serenius in Helsingin
Sanomat newspaper, June 2008.

Helsingin Sanomat gazetesinde Maria Serenius
ile yapilan réportaj, Haziran 2008.
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4. There were many highlights during these four great years of my time in Turkiye. One
of the most highlight was the establishment of the Finnish Turkish Business Guild. One
of the priorities during my term was to promote the commercial relations between our
two countries. When | noticed that there were several Finnish companies in Turkey
especially in Istanbul which did not even know each other, | made an initiative to
establish the Business Guild. The Guild became a useful and successful forum for
Finnish and Turkish businessmen. One of the first speakers was president Ahtisaari.
Another highlight was buying the beautiful new residence in Nurol building in Ankara in
2007.

5. When | got to know that Tirkiye is known for its interest in tango, we organised an
event called “Finland and Turkiye - Partners in Tango”. Mr. Kimmo Pohjonen and his all-
female tango orchestra Guardia Nueva from Finland were brought to Istanbul. We
organised an open-air tango event next to Galata tower.
Famous Turkish tango singer Sema also performed.

Me and my husband started the tango evening.

There were also professional Turkish tango dancers
and in the end, everybody was dancing. All the

major Turkish TV channels showed the event!

Finnish tango with its melancholic tone resonated
strongly in TUrkiye where tango already had

a local following since the early 20th century.

The historic Galata tower gave it a powerful

visual and cultural backdrop. This was a

memorable and fun evening!




Maria Serenius

1. 2004-2008 yillari arasinda Finlandiya Buyukelciligi'nde ¢alistim.

2. 2004 yilinda Ankara'nin kucuk havaalanina vardigimda hava biraz kasvetliydi. O
gunlerde Ankara'nin havasi yanmis komur kokusuyla doluydu. Birkag yil icinde Ankara'da
yeni bir havaalani, yeni yollar ve bir¢ok yeni altyapi insa edildi ve her sey degisti. Turkiye
hizli bir donltstm surecindeydi. Hizla gelismeye kararli bir tlkeydi.

3. Turkiye 2005 yilinda Avrupa Birligi ile resmi Uyelik muzakerelerine basladigi icin
Turkiye'de gecirdigim zaman oldukga ilgingti. Bu yillar ¢ok iyimser ve olumlu yillardi.
Turkiye, AB uyeligi kriterlerini yerine getirmek icin bir dizi reform baslatti. Finlandiya,
2006 yilinda Birligin bagkanligini Ustlendi. Ankara'da bu, AB ve Turkiye arasinda ¢ok
sayida istisare anlamina geliyordu. Bu toplantilara bagkanlk etmek c¢ok ilging ve
zorluydu. Uyelik siireci 2018 yilinda donduruldu.

With Yasar Biyukanit, Chief of
the General Staff of the Turkish
Armed Forces at the Flag Day
Reception in 2007.

2007 yili Bayrak Gunu
Resepsiyonu'nda Turk Silahli
Kuvvetleri Genelkurmay Baskani
Yasar Blylkanit ile birlikte.




4, Turkiye'de gegirdigim bu dort harika yil boyunca bircok 6nemli olay yasandi.
Bunlardan en &nemlilerinden biri, Finlandiya-Tiirkiye is Konseyi'nin kurulmasiydi.
Turkiye'deki onceliklerimden biri, iki (lke arasindaki ticari iligkileri gelistirmekti.
Tirkiye'de, ézellikle istanbul'da birbirlerini tanimayan bircok Fin sirketi oldugunu fark
ettigimde, Finlandiya-Turkiye i§ Konseyi'ni kurmak icin bir girisimde bulundum. Konsey,
Fin ve Tirk isadamlari icin yararli ve basarili bir forum haline geldi. ilk konusmacilardan
biri Cumhurbagkani Ahtisaari idi. Bir diger 6nemli olay ise 2007 yilinda Ankara'daki Nurol
binasinda gulzel bir yeni konut satin almamizdi.

5. Turkiye'nin tangoya olan ilgisiyle tanindigini 6grendigimde, “Finlandiya ve Turkiye -
Tangoda Ortaklar” adli bir etkinlik dizenledik. Kimmo Pohjonen ve Finlandiya'dan gelen
tamamen kadinlardan olusan tango orkestrasi Guardia Nueva istanbul'a getirildi. Galata
Kulesi'nin yaninda bir acik hava tango etkinligi diizenledik. Unli Tiirk tango sanatcisi
Sema da sahne aldi. Esim ve ben tango gecesini baslattik. Etkinlige profesyonel Turk
tango danscilari da katildi ve sonunda herkes dans ediyordu. TUm buyuk Turk televizyon
kanallari bu etkinligi yayinladi! Melankolik tonuyla Fin tangosu, 20. yuzyilin baslarindan
beri tangonun yerel bir hayran kitlesi olan Turkiye'de blyUk yanki uyandirdi. Tarihi Galata
Kulesi, etkinlige gucli bir gorsel ve kultirel fon sagladi. Unutulmaz ve eglenceli bir
aksamdi!

i Ahlstromin

Interviews of Maria ST
’ . . Z  hasveena on
Serenius in magazines, RS
2005-2006. j

Maria Serenius'un
dergilerde yayinlanan
réportajlari, 2005-2006.
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Paivi Kairamo
1. | served as Ambassador of Finland to Turkiye from September 2016 to February 2019.

2. My first visual impression of Ankara was how huge it is and how much traffic there is.
And how steep the roads are in particular in the area of Cankaya, where the Embassy
and the residence are located. From the first day, | was overwhelmed by the kindness
and the hospitality of the Turks | encountered at different occasions and in different
parts of Turkiye. Sometimes, they were locals | met by chance in remote small villages in
Anatolia. Some of them | met regularly for work. These people include, for sure, the
locally employed colleagues at the Embassy, especially my assistant Neslihan Akdag, as
well as the Honorary Consul General of Finland In Istanbul, Mr Jeff Hakko, other
Honorary Consuls of Finland in Turkiye and the Business Finland colleagues in Istanbul.

Ambassador Kairamo
presenting her Letter
of credentials, 2016.

Buytkelgi Kairamo,
2016 yilinda gliven
mektubunu sunarken.




Embassy staff at Anitkabir in 2016 and Kairamo’s guestbook entry marking the
90th year of Finland-Tirkiye relations.

2016 yilinda Anitkabir'deki buylkelcilik personeli ve Finlandiya-Turkiye iligkilerinin
Q0. yilini kutlayan Kairamo'nun ziyaretgi defterine yazdigi yazi.
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3. My tenure started only some weeks after the July 2016 failed coup attempt. This still
affected the overall security atmosphere of the country when | arrived. The situation
had no long-term consequences to our bilateral relations in terms of visits or meetings.
Foreign Minister Timo Soini visited Ankara in January 2017 and met with his Turkish
counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu. The Foreign Affairs Committee of the Parliament of
Finland, chaired by Mr Matti Vanhanen, former Prime Minister of Finland, visited Ankara
in April 2018. Generally speaking, the year of 2017 was the most memorable year of my
tenure given the number of events the Embassy organized in Turkiye, in Izmir, Istanbul,
Alanya and Ankara, to celebrate the Centenary of the Independence of Finland. From
smaller events to bigger ones, the Turkish guests and counterparts showed genuine
interest in our history and in the development of the country since the beginning of our
independence. The whole Embassy staff was fully engaged to the to commemorate the
year themed "Together", and proudly wore the pin “Finland 100” on their jackets.



4. To name one highlight, it must be the reception to celebrate the 100th Independence
Day in Ankara on 6 December 2017. It was a very festive event and attended well by
Turkish guests, too. To our enormous joy, Turkiye congratulated the 100-year-old
Finland by illuminating The Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge, the Third Bridge of Istanbul with
blue-and-white light. Magnificent. In Alanya, during the evening of our Centenary
Reception, the Alanya Teleferik cabins were illuminated blue-and-white light.

Most memorable experiences include trips and visits to different parts of Turkiye.
During my stay, | was able to visit many times Istanbul, of course, but also cities such as
Trabzon, Edirne, Eskisehir, Izmir, Denizli, Konya, Antalya, Alanya, Mersin, Adana,
Gaziantep, Sanliurfa, Diyarbakir, Batman and Mardin. Colors, smells, spices, food and
views are so diverse across Turkiye. In Adana, | even got a private lesson how to make a
traditional Turkish Art, Ebru Art. Not easy, | can tell.

5. One fun memory is how the name of the street, where the Embassy is located, was
changed from Kader Sokak to Beyaz Zambaklar Sokak. In the beginning of 2017, we had
cautiously raised this idea with Turkish authorities as one possible way to congratulate
the 100-year-old Finland. We did not get any feedback during the year and forgot about
it. However, one morning in the beginning of 2018, a locally employed staff member
noticed that the street sign had been changed, and the street had become Beyaz
Zambaklar Sokak. Hence, the address of the Embassy is nowadays “White Lilies” street.

A related compliment, | once received in Turkiye, was when an elderly Turkish gentleman
called me the Ambassador of the Country of White Lilies.



Paivi Kairamo

1. Eylil 2016'dan Subat 2019'a kadar Finlandiya'nin Turkiye Buyukelgisi olarak gorev
yaptim.

2. Ankara hakkinda ilk gorsel izlenimim, sehrin ne kadar buyik oldugu ve trafigin ne
kadar yogun oldugu idi. Ayrica, Buyukelcilik ve konutun bulundugu Cankaya bdlgesinde
yollarin ne kadar dik oldugu da dikkatimi cekti. ilk giinden itibaren, Tirkiye'nin farkli
bolgelerinde ve farkh vesilelerle tanistigim Turklerin nezaketi ve misafirperverligi beni
cok etkiledi. Bazen bu insanlar, Anadolu'nun Ulcra kdylerinde tesadifen tanistigim yerli
halk oluyordu. Bazilari ise isim nedeniyle dizenli olarak gorustigum kisilerdi. Bu kisiler
arasinda elbette Buyukelgilikte yerel olarak calisan meslektaslarim, ozellikle asistanim
Neslihan Akdag, istanbul'daki Finlandiya Fahri Baskonsolosu Jeff Hakko, Tiirkiye'deki
diger Finlandiya Fahri Konsoloslari ve istanbul'daki Business Finland meslektaslarim da
vard.

Ambassador Kairamo with Honorary
Consuls of Finland in 2018. |
Buytkelgi Kairamo, 2018 yilinda >
Finlandiya Fahri Konsoloslari ile birlikte.




3. Gorevim, Temmuz 2016'daki basarisiz darbe girisiminden sadece birka¢ hafta sonra
basladi. Bu olay, geldigimde dulkenin genel guvenlik ortamini hala etkiliyordu. Bu
durumun, ziyaretler veya toplantilar acisindan ikili iliskilerimize uzun vadeli bir etkisi
olmadi. Disigleri Bakani Timo Soini, Ocak 2017'de Ankara'y ziyaret etti ve Turk mevkidasi
Mevllut Cavusogdlu ile gorustu. Finlandiya Parlamentosu Disisleri Komisyonu, eski
Finlandiya Basbakani Matti Vanhanen bagskanliginda Nisan 2018'de Ankara'yi ziyaret etti.

Genel olarak, Buyukelciligin Finlandiya'nin Bagimsiziiginin 100. Yil'ni kutlamak icin
Tirkiye'de, izmir, istanbul, Alanya ve Ankara'da diizenledigi etkinliklerin sayisi géz dniine
alindiginda, 2017 yili gorevim suresince en unutulmaz yil oldu. Kucuk etkinliklerden
blyuk etkinliklere kadar, Tirk misafirler ve meslektaslarimiz, tarihimize ve
bagimsizligimizin baslangicindan bu yana Uulkemizin gelisimine samimi bir ilgi
gosterdiler. Buyukelcilik personelinin tamami, “Birlikte” temali yili anmak icin tim
gucuyle cahsti ve ceketlerine gururla “Finlandiya 100” rozetini takti.

In Mardin
and Adana
in 2018.

2018
yilinda
Mardin ve
Adana'da.




4, One cikan olaylardan biri 6 Arallk 2017 tarihinde Ankara'da diizenlenen 100.
Bagimsizlik GlUnl kutlamalaridir. Turk konuklarin da yogun katiim gosterdigi ¢cok senlikli
bir etkinlikti. Tiirkiye 100 yasindaki Finlandiya'y, istanbul'un Uclincii Képriisii olan Yavuz
Sultan Selim Koprusu'ni mavi-beyaz isiklarla aydinlatarak kutladi. Muhtesemdi.
Alanya'da, 100. Yil Resepsiyonumuzun yapildigi aksam, Alanya Teleferik kabinleri mavi
ve beyaz isiklarla aydinlatildi.

En unutulmaz deneyimlerim arasinda Turkiye'nin farkli bolgelerine yaptigim geziler ve
ziyaretler var. Kaldigim siire boyunca elbette istanbul'u bircok kez ziyaret etme firsatim
oldu, ayni zamanda Trabzon, Edirne, Eskisehir, izmir, Denizli, Konya, Antalya, Alanya,
Mersin, Adana, Gaziantep, Sanliurfa, Diyarbakir, Batman ve Mardin gibi sehirleri de
ziyaret ettim. Turkiye'de renkler, kokular, baharatlar, yemekler ve manzaralar ¢cok cesitlidir.
Adana'da geleneksel bir Tlrk sanati olan Ebru sanatinin nasil yapildigini ézel derslerle
ogrendim. Kolay olmadigini soyleyebilirim.

5. Eglenceli bir ani, Buyukelciligin bulundugu caddenin adinin Kader Sokak'tan Beyaz
Zambaklar Sokak'a degistirilmesidir. 2017 yilinin basinda, 100 yasindaki Finlandiya'yi
tebrik etmek icin olasi bir yol olarak bu fikri Tirk makamlarina ihtiyath bir sekilde
gundeme getirmistik. Yil boyunca herhangi bir geri dénlus almadik ve bu konuyu
unuttuk. 2018 yilinin basinda bir sabah, yerel bir c¢alisanimiz sokak tabelasinin
degistirildigini ve sokagin adinin Beyaz Zambaklar Sokak oldugunu fark etti. Turkiye'de
aldigim benzer bir iltifat, yash bir Tirk beyefendinin bana Beyaz Zambaklar Ulkesinin
Buyukelcisi demesiydi.



Ari Maki
1. | was Ambassador to Ankara during the years 2019-2023.

2. My first impression - and later on - was that Ankara was much more pleasant to live
than | expected. Ankara has a reputation of being a boring city, but there are many
things to do in sports, music and cultural life. Though Ankara has roughly same amount
of population as Finland (5.5 million) it was very easy to live there.

3. The most important event was the ratification process of Finland and Sweden to
NATO - a cumbersome year 2022-2023 with surprises and lots of work.

4, | did travel during my stay some 30 OO0 km by my car in Turkiye. There are so many
interesting historical places to visit, not only Istanbul. The Turkish roads are good, there
are beautiful landscapes and variety of local food to enjoy. | especially loved the meze
starters but also different sea food. The Sunday flea markets
were also a place to go in Ankara.

5. The COVID-19 pandemic was of course quite a difficult
period, but it was like a diplomatic hobby to avoid some
of the not-so-convenient restrictions by the authorities.
Anyway, Turkiye handled the pandemic well overall

and offered vaccinations to diplomats without any age
restrictions unlike in Finland.



View from the Ambassador’s
residence in Ankara. All residents
of the residence have admired the
beautiful sunsets.

Ankara'daki resmi konutun
manzarasl. Resmi konutun tim
sakinleri bu glizel glin batimini

hayranlikla izlemistir.

Receiving aid supplies from the
Finnish Red Cross after the Hatay
earthquake in February-March
2023.

Finlandiya Kizilhag¢I'nin Subat-Mart

' 2023'te Hatay'daki depremden

sonra gonderdigi yardim
malzemelerini teslim alirken.




Ari Maki

1. 2019-2023 yillari arasinda
Ankara Buyukelgisiydim.

2. ilk izlenimim - ve daha
sonra da - Ankara'nin
bekledigimden ¢ok daha
yasanabilir bir sehir oldugu
yonundeydi. Ankara sikici
bir sehir olarak bilinir, ancak
spor, muzik ve kultir hayatinda yapilacak pek ¢ok sey vardir. Ankara'nin nufusu
Finlandiya'nin nufusu ile yaklasik ayni olmasina ragmen, orada yasamak ¢ok kolaydi.

3. En 6nemli olay, Finlandiya ve isvec'in NATO'ya katilim siirecinin onaylanmasiydi -
surprizlerle ve ¢ok isin oldugu, zahmetli bir yil olan 2022-2023.

4. Tirkiye'de kaldigim siire boyunca arabamla yaklasik 30.000 km yol yaptim. istanbul
disinda da ziyaret edilebilecek ¢ok sayida ilging tarihi yer var. Turkiye'nin yollari iyi,
manzaralari glizel ve cesitli yerel yemeklerin tadini cikarabilirsiniz. Ozellikle baslangic
mezelerini ve farkli deniz Urlnlerini ¢cok sevdim. Pazar glnleri kurulan bit pazarlar da
Ankara'da gidilecek yerler arasindaydi.

5. COVID-19 salgini elbette oldukg¢a zor bir donemdi, ancak yetkililer tarafindan getirilen
bazi uygun olmayan kisitlamalardan kaginmak diplomatik bir hobi gibiydi. Her neyse,
Turkiye sonunda salgini iyi yonetti ve Finlandiya'da olanin aksine yas sinirlamasi
olmaksizin diplomatlara asi yapt..



Ari Maki traveled nearly 30,000 km by car
in Turkey. Here in the Tazi Canyon near
Antalya.

Ari Maki, Turkiye'de yaklasik 30.000 km
araba yolculugu yapti. Burasi Antalya
yakinlarindaki Tazi Kanyonu.

Participating in the Diplomatic Ski Race
2023 in llgaz. With colleague Janne
Leskinen on the left.

llgaz'da diizenlenen 2023 Diplomatik Kayak
Yarisr’na katildim. Solda meslektasim Janne
Leskinen ile birlikte.






SUOMI
FINLAND

Embassy of Finland

. . Ankara
www.finland.fi

www.finlandabroad.fi/web/tur




